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Immigration News 

CBP FURTHER DELAYS IMPLEMENTATION OF BODY WORN CAMERAS  
Contributed by Koby Polaski, Senior Attorney 

Amidst nationwide controversy related to police brutality, law enforcement agencies throughout the United States have 
begun to implement body cameras. The goal of the body camera is to resolve any “he said, she said” arguments        
between civilians and law enforcement. The body camera records civilian encounters made by law enforcement and will 
benefit civilians and law enforcement alike by providing a documented account of all encounters.  
 
Jurisdictions that have implemented body cameras require law enforcement officers to enable the body camera any time 
they have an encounter with a civilian. For example, a police officer must turn on his body camera whenever he makes a 
traffic stop, or responds to a call for help. 
 
United States Customs and Border Protection (CBP) – the nation’s largest law enforcement agency – announced last 
week that it will take steps to “study expanded use of cameras in and around the border environment.” In other words, 
CBP does not appear to have moved much closer to actually using body-worn cameras. After more than a year of      
testing and studying, the announcement of plans to further delay implementation came as a disappointment. 
 
Immigrants typically encounter CBP when they are scared and vulnerable. Often, they are at one of the United States 
borders or ports of entry after having fled exceptional violence in their home countries. The use of body-worn cameras 
by CBP will provide much-needed transparency and accountability in these situations. 

UPDATED: THE U.S.’S INADEQUATE RESPONSE TO THE SYRIAN REFUGEE  

CRISIS  
Contributed by Kim Tremblay, Associate Attorney 

Last September, I wrote a blog about the Syrian refugee crisis.  Multiple stories of migrant 
deaths, including young children, had been reported in the media.  I, along with other     
people in the country, advocated that the U.S. needed to welcome a greater number of  
Syrians. 
 
Then, attacks in Beirut, Paris, and Egypt happened, not to mention several other incidents 
linked to terrorism and ISIS.   A Syrian passport was found near one of the dead attackers 
in Paris.  Authorities believe he came to France along with other Syrian migrants.  
 
Since then, multiple state governors, republicans, and mayors in the United States have 
stated that they do not want Syrian refugees in the U.S., or in their states and cities.  The 
Senate is even considering passing a bill to end the resettlement of Syrian and Iraqi         
refugees in the country. 
 
These xenophobic and inhumane reactions will not protect the American people.  Instead, 
they put us all at greater risk while failing to protect the people who need it the most.  ISIS 
and terrorists want western nations to appear hostile towards people in the Middle East and towards Muslims.  It helps 
them justify their violence, recruit more people to their cause, and plan more attacks.       
 
Meanwhile, over four million people have left Syria and are seeking a safe haven elsewhere.  They are the victims of 
terrorism and of a brutal totalitarian regime.  Now, more than ever, the United States needs to play its role in helping the 
refugees. Of course, everything that can be done to screen individuals coming to the U.S. should be done.  But as    
President Obama said, “slamming the door to refugees would be a betrayal of U.S. values.”     
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DAPA AND EXPANDED DACA FINALLY HEADED TO U.S. SUPREME COURT 
Contributed by Aaron Hall, Partner 

On November 9, 2015, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that President Obama’s executive action from November 
of 2014 which included the Deferred Action for Parental Accountability (DAPA) program and the expansion of Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) will remain blocked.  The 2-1 decision was widely expected because two of the 
judges hearing the case had previously ruled that an injunction against the programs could remain in place. 
 
The Department of Justice quickly announced that it would seek a review of the decision at the United States Supreme 
Court.  If the Supreme Court accepts the case, a final ruling on the legality of the programs could at long last come in 
June of 2016.  Meanwhile, millions of people hoping to apply for work permits under the programs continue to wait and 
hope. 

Firm News 

OUR VERY OWN ANNA SALINAS COMPLETES HER NATURALIZATION PROCESS 

Anna’s Story:  On November 4, 2015, I achieved my dream of becoming a citizen of the United 
States of America. My mom, sister and I immigrated to Aurora, Colorado from Nuevo Casas 
Grandes, Chihuahua when I was 10 years old. After a couple of months of adjusting to life in a 
big city, I realized that Aurora was my home, too. I enjoyed school and joined many                
extracurricular activities like orchestra and the school newspaper. After graduating high school, 
my immigration status became a road block to my future. Through perseverance and faith, I 
decided not to let this hinder my future. I decided to get a job at McDonald’s and worked very 
hard to be promoted into management.  
 
In 2012, I became a lawful permanent resident and I was offered a job at Joseph Law Firm, 
P.C. as an Executive Assistant. To say I was thrilled is an understatement. After 15 years of 
being undocumented I would now get to work for people who not only understand my situation, 
but also help people like me. I felt then the same way I feel now, blessed. As I prepared for my 
naturalization interview I couldn’t help but think about the resilience that being undocumented 
gave me. I knew that my road would be hard but if I worked and stayed out of trouble I would find a way to stay here, 
legally. I am so proud to be Mexican American. I am proud to be able to participate in an election where my vote counts. 
I am proud to be free. 

Anna’s JLF Attorney, Jennaweh Hondrogiannis:  Like with the preparation of applications for 
my clients, helping Anna prepare for her naturalization interview was incredibly exciting. But, 
most of all, it was an honor. Anna came to the United States with her mother and sister when 
she was a child. Thereafter, she lived a normal "American" life. She attended school, excelled 
academically, and joined many extracurricular activities. Anna was steadfast in her commitment 
to leading a productive and successful life. All the while, her immigration status hovered over 
her and created insurmountable obstacles to her accomplishing her dreams. However, Anna 
has never given up. Her perseverance, optimism and faith is inspiring. Anna became a lawful 
permanent resident a little over three years ago and soon after started her job search. Much to 
our benefit, she found the Joseph Law Firm where she has contributed as the Executive        
Assistant since.  
 
The day of her interview, we were all nervous. Not because there was any reason to worry, but 
because it was such a life changing event for her - for all of us. I am proud that we can welcome 
Anna as a U.S. citizen because she is exactly the type of person that makes this country one of hope. Anna is          
hardworking, courageous and strong. She is dedicated not only to her own success, but to the success of her daughters, 
her husband, her family and community. I am honored to be her colleague, friend and fellow citizen. Congratulations, 
Anna. We could not be more proud!  
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